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One day, as he and his wife were out riding, the horse on
which he was mounted fell behind the horse on which his
wife rode. The horse on which his wife rode thereupon asked
the other horse, " Why do you lag behind ? " The other
horse replied, " Because you carry the mistress, who is slim
and light, while I carry the master, who is big and heavy."
John understood this talk of the horses, but his wife did
not.
Another time, when he was out hunting with his wife in
the wood he heard the talk of two dogs. One of the dogs
said to the other that he would run home and look after the
house, lest in the absence of the master and mistress it should
be robbed by thieves. So saying, the dog ran away and made
for home. John understood what the dog had said, but his
wife did not.
Another day John stood at the window looking out into
the garden. There some sparrows were busy pecking at the
seeds on a row of hemp stalks. In doing so they let fall some
of the seeds, which were picked up by the barndoor fowls.
But one of the sparrows flew down to the ground and began
picking up the fallen seeds among the fowls. On that the
cock remonstrated with the sparrow, saying, " You have
enough seeds up there among the stalks, leave the seeds on
the ground to us." On hearing this remark of the cock John
laughed. His wife asked him why he laughed, adding that
she had long suspected him of keeping a secret from her.
John said that if-he told her he must die. But she insisted
on knowing, so her husband prepared to die and ordered his
coffin.
But on his way home from ordering the coffin he heard
the cock crowing, and saying, "Our master is a fool; he has
only one wife and cannot manage her. I have a whole troop
of wives and they must obey me. In his place I would buy
a rope and give her a good hiding. She would soon drop
her curiosity and forget to ask questions.51 The man thought
to himself, " What a stupid fellow am I, to need to have my
eyes opened by the cock! " So he went and bought a rope
of the rope-maker, and with it he gave his wife such a drub-
bing that she lost all her curiosity and taste for asking
questions. She never again inquired of her husband why he